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Introduction:

These past few months we have devoted much of our messages to the issue
of Leadership. Since we have defined leaders as anyone who has influence over
others, then each one of us, in our own right, is a leader.

From parents at home to professionals at work, we do want to know how we
can be more effective leaders at home, at work and at church. Certainly, as | said
before there are plenty of books for us to read; yet what is even more important is
to listen to what God has to say on this matter. In the OT book of Isaiah, there are 4
chapters called Servant Songs, 42,49, 50 and 53. In these chapters, God through the
prophet Isaiah gives us a portrait of the Servant Messiah, Jesus Christ that was to
come. These chapters tell us about the Servant Messiah’s character, his work and his
mission. In today’s passage we learn that as the servant belongs to God, he serves
according to the heart of the one who had called and chosen him.

l. The servant belongs to God.

Vs.1,35,"

" Give us a clear

picture that this Servant Messiah belongs to God. He was honored in God’s sight,
being very precious. From these verses we also know:

1. Called by God.



Again, God called him. By now, we must have noticed that in the Servant

Songs; being called and chosen by God is a central theme. We aso learned from Matthew
1:27, “fhn A —8 5, ARE AR MR AL YRR, B A ET E BT RO SR R
R 3. ” Jesus, the servant messiah was called and given a name even before his was

born.
2. Reflecting God’s glory.

God called this servant messiah, belong to God. He had that noble status,
identity. What was expected of him? Vs.3 tells us that God will be glorified in him.
This servant messiah would reflect God’s glory in his life. Upon Jesus entering into
the world, we read in John 1:14, 2:11“1& % T W&, (ETEFRAMHRH, WA REFME
Mo WM REAARSOL, AP ARKIEA T RIS, ... 38 R IR T 128 —1F
PR, RAEINAIA R AT MBI T H ORISR, AbRIPIRERUE 1. Jesus
came to do the will of the Father. Through out Jesus’ life, he was a mirror of God’s
glory, reflecting his compassion, righteousness and holiness. When we see Him, we
see God.

What does this mean to us today? As we are God’s chosen people, belonging
to Him, we too are to be mirrors of God; reflecting his righteousness, justice and
love.

Sometimes when | reflect upon my life and ministry, | feel there are too many
times, it was a clear reflection of my personality. | know this is inevitable, but is my
personality obstructing the message | try to proclaim? | often wonder, did others
see Christ in me? Few years back, before a well-known minister came to Houston

for a weekend ministry, | wrote to the sponsors about my concern about this



person’s personality. | wrote, that the Chinese churches worldwide had benefited
greatly from his ministry. However, too often we see the personality more than the
message coming through loud and clear. | constantly remind colleagues, my
students and myself that we are to be careful and not to let our particular bend of
personality overshadow the precious message we have. Called by God and
belonging to Him requires us to reflect his beauty in everything we do.

Il. A servant has the ministry of the Word.

Invs.2, “AAE A D W PRT], SERGRAEALTHIBZRZ T Al ST A B 5%
(R, FEIREE A 7454 Mouth is generally referring to speaking God’s word. The
Servant Messiah has the ministry of the word. Here we noticed two things about this
Word.

1 Effective ministry of the Word.

Two images are used to describe thisword. A sharp sword and polished/pointed
arrow. When Jesus taught, people were amazed at his words. The words were gracious
and with authority, unlike anything they had heard. In Act 2:37, “fil /8% 1 LLi%, 15
FLobs, WUBRASALARAIGEAERR: A U, FRAMIEEFELENE? 7 The apostles’
words were like sharp sword and pointed arrow, piercing the listeners’ hearts. Later, the
author of Hebrew wrote in 4:12, “#i ({382 IE K, A R00,  He—U0 i 7)) 5 888
. RLE TR BB B, RIATEUE S, 3 HL AR h 0 B AR
2. Revelation of the Word.

In verse 2 we also learn that the word was concealed under God’s hand and

hidden in the arrow bag. When Jesus came, he revealed to us what was hidden. He told us

the gospel message that was hidden up till that point. When the time was ripe, in the



fullness of time, He came and revealed to us God’s salvation plan and the gospel
message.

What does this all mean to us? The word has already been revealed tousand it is
no more hidden. As his servants, as leaders, as people of influence, one main aspect of
our ministry isthe Word. In order for our ministry of Word be sharp, cutting and
effective, long and hidden hours of preparation is required. This means before we bring
the word out, whether in preaching, in SS, in bible study settings, there must be thorough
preparation. | tell colleagues, students, and myself to not use the biblical text to support
an idea or position we may have. Don’t read our message into the text. Let the biblical
text decide what our message is. Thiswill involve careful and detailed study of
commentaries so that | can have a clearer understanding of God’s word. | know among
us, there are many individuals would spend many hours to prepare for a Sunday school
lesson or Bible study. It is good to remember that before a knife comes out, before an
arrow is shot, they are previously hidden.

1. Aservant is concerned about God’s ultimate evaluation.

Vs, “MHIRE:  “IRGRRAERN: AR, ZEEETK: RMmRE
R ABRAERRA SR, A E eI ##E.” Vs.1-3 can be seen from
the beginning of the Servant Messiah’s ministry. Vs. 4 appears to be from the closing of
his ministry. Consider the following. After 3 years of public ministry, the large crowd he
had in his Galilean ministry is diminishing. The official religious |eaders were plotting
his death. By the time he was arrested, all the disciples had deserted him. Out of the
twelve that had followed him for 3 years, one betrayed him. When he was on the cross,

only one disciple, John was there. This was not a pretty picture. In the garden of



Gethsemane, he did not thank God for the upcoming death on the cross. Instead he asked,
if possible, will God remove it? On the cross, he cried out in agony, why have thou
forsaken me? They appear to be voices of adiscouraged and despondent person. He did

not have the ¥ L1546, 155 8 & attitude, instead, “I labored in vain, | have spent

my strength for nothing and vanity...” from today’s perspective, it was not a good
ending. It’s like some missionaries who spent their entire life in some Arab countries
without seeing one single convert. It was vain and useless.

Do you ever feel that way? Y ou tried so hard to serve, lead and teach, yet you
don’t see much results? Do you ever feel depressed reading some of your friends
Christmas letter? “The highlight of this past year was that | was the most productive
salesperson in our company, and awarded an all expense paid trip to Hawaii for one
week. My 12 year old granddaughter got to play in the Boston Symphony beside Yo Yo
Ma.” Or “the high light of this past year we saw 200 people joining the church.” These

letters make us fedl alittle like losers, right?
Yet, how did vs.4 end? “SA T3 E 15 AR EHR A AL, JRAVE M E/EFK
fF) #IR#E. ” Yes, from the human perspective it was a bummer, but | look forward to

the reward from God. As servants of God, what countsis how God sees us. God looks for
faithful and not successful stewards. What an encouragement and comfort to know that
God sees us clearly and he will reward us accordingly. A phrase we often hear, you will
get your reward in heaven. It sounds like acliché, yet it istrue.

IV. A servantisto mgor on great things of God.

The Servant Messiah had his moments of discouragement, now, what is God’s

response? Vs. 5, 6, “BifE, HPAIEERR: i B IGEE BB AR, wlid 1« BRAFM



BEN, B e iR A A, (8 A n] UIRER BB RE; SRAEHRANHE IR 45 A
B, W MR R, O L RIERIBEN, AR R SCIRAE BLAE DL 8]

BoRERERE, R d, PIRBERAES IR, AR RUE S bk,

God issaying that | have made you alight in Israel. But Israel needs restoration.
The gentiles had neither light nor restoration, they needed both. Y our ministry in Israel is
important but compared to what | will do, isasmall thing. Several hundred years later, in
Matthew 28 and Acts 1:8, we read how Jesus sent his discipleto all citiesin the land of
Israel and to the ends of the world. By the time the book of Acts come to an end, the
gospel message had reached the end of the world as known in the first century. And then
after Acts, the gospel continued to move from one city to another, one continent to
anther. As areminder, thisis how the gospel message came to you and me.

Again, we ask, what does this mean to us? Y es, what we are doing is important,
but how about the greater things? Y es, SS, outreach, teaching, caring, worship and
preaching are all important. But how about bringing the gospel message to places where
it had never been there before? | have been to numerous deacons and el ders meetings;
spending countless hours in discussion. How many of those meetings do | still
remember? How many of those meetings brought about earth shattering decisions? Its not
that those meetings are not important, but don’t forget the more important, the greater
things in God’s eyes. Don’t major in the minors, and forgetting the mgjors. Or don’t get
caught in the bigness of small things.

Even as we focus on how to improve our ministry here, let us not lose sight of the
greater work; of bringing the gospel message to people who have never heard it before.

Conclusion:



Aswe draw a closeto this particular Servant Song, let us listen to vs.7, “PL &%)
R, LIRS A, SO NS . AR BN B . #ediin & ik
Wy, Ekkai: “BEERT, s, SMER T, WETFE, #RE IR
e, PR BIE T IRA. DL R B & Thistells uswhat will happen to this
Servant Messiah. While on earth, He was deeply despised, and was a subject to Emperor
Augustus, Tiberius and Herod. These emperors were not benign kings, at times they were
rather ruthless. Y et Jesus was a subject under them. Then there will come aday, when all
Kings and princes shall bow before him and worship him. Thisis what the apostle John
tells usthat in eternity, peoples from al nations, kings and princes will come and will
bow down and worship Him. Because God is faithful. God will not let his chosen oneto
be ashamed.

Aswe serve Him, we know there will be ups and downs. Very often we will feel
what isthe point to all this. We spoke, we preached but no one listened. Y et what is
encouraging is to know that our God looks for individuals who are faithful to him. Heis
looking for individuals that will truly reflect his glory, his purity, righteousness and
justice. Not only this, because He is faithful, because he has chosen and called us, we
know with certainty he will leave us to be ashamed. Then there will come a day, when we
will join other creatures falling before Him and worship Him. Don’t let the smallness of

the present world bog us down. Instead look at the great things that are to come.



